MEN OF POWER
presenting this matter was Dr. Reynolds, president of
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He evidently con-
vinced the monarch and his counselors, for shortly
thereafter James appointed a notable group of scholars
and committed to them a great task. It was not, as
commonly supposed, the task of making an entirely
new translation. It was the task of making a new ver-
sion by choosing the more accurately translated por-
tions of the various versions then in existence. James
and his counselors had the fond but vain hope that when
this revision would be printed and come into the general
possession of the people, religious differences would
vanish. The scholars completed their work in five or
six years, and in 1611 the revised Bible, known as the
King James Version, came from the presses. It was
eagerly taken up and read everywhere. England almost
at once became a nation of one book, and its most
popular diversion was for a time amateur theology.
But having one book did not mean that the people would
agree upon its interpretation. Each sect pounced upon
it to find justification for its own doctrines. Wider
grew the divisions and more bitter the sectarianism.
The great question became, What is the final authority?
"The Church/5 insisted the Catholics. "The Bible/5
contended the Protestants. George Fox was to give
yet another answer.
Charles I ascended the throne in 1625. By that time
the situation had become so intolerable that some of the
Puritans had left England and were BOW on the shores
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